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2024 Rule of Law Report - targeted
stakeholder consultation

{ Fields marked with * are mandatory. ’

Introduction

The annual Rule of Law Report lies at the centre of the Annual Rule of Law Cycle, which acts as a
preventive tool, deepening multilateral dialogue and joint awareness of rule of law issues. So far, four
editions of the Rule of Law Report have been published in 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023.

The Commission would like to invite stakeholders to provide contributions to the 2024 Rule of Law Report.
This survey provides information on the type of information and topics that will be covered in the 2024 Rule
of Law Report, in order to allow stakeholders to provide input. More targeted input may be requested at a
later stage of preparation of the 2024 Rule of Law Report, including in the context of country visits, or
bilateral contacts.

The 2024 Rule of Law Report will continue to deepen the assessment under the existing four pillars, and
will also follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations to Member States, that were issued as
part of the 2023 Rule of Law Report. The contribution to be provided should include (1) information on
measures taken to implement the recommendations addressed to the Member State in the 2023
Rule of Law report, as well as developments with regard to the points raised in the respective
country chapter and (2) any other significant developments since January 2023[1] falling under the
‘type of information’ outlined in section Il.

The input should consist of a short summary, if possible in English, covering the areas referred to below.
Legislation or other documents may be referenced with a link. Contributions should focus on significant
developments since the last Rule of Law Report both as regards the legal framework and its

implementation in practice.

[1] Unless the information was already submitted in the input for the previous Rule of Law Reports.

Type of information

The topics are structured according to four pillars: |. Justice system; Il. Anti-corruption framework; Ill. Media
pluralism; and IV. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances. The replies could include
aspects set out below under each pillar. This can include challenges, current work streams, positive
developments and best practices:



A) Legislative developments

® Newly adopted legislation
® | egislative drafts currently discussed in Parliament
® | egislative plans envisaged by the Government

B) Policy developments

Implementation of legislation

Evaluations, impact assessment, surveys

White papers/strategies/actions plans/consultation processes

Follow-up to reports/recommendations of Council of Europe bodies or other international
organisations

Important administrative measures

Generalised practices

C) Developments related to the judiciary / independent authorities

Important case law by national courts

Important decision/opinions from independent bodies/authorities

State of play on terms, nominations and expired mandates for high-level positions (e.g. Supreme
Court, Constitutional Court, Council for the Judiciary, heads of independent authorities included in
the scope of the questionnaire[2])

D) Any other relevant developments

® Respondents are free to add any further information, which they deem relevant; however, this should
be short and to the point.

Please also indicate whether the developments reported are linked to the implementation of reforms and
investments under the RRP, where applicable.

If there are no changes, it is sufficient to indicate this and the information covered in the contributions for
the previous Rule of Law Reports should not be repeated.

[2] Such as: media regulatory authorities and bodies, national human rights institutions, equality bodies, ombudsman institutions, supreme

audit institutions and, where they exist, transparency authorities.
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* Organisation name

250 character(s) maximum

Main Areas of Work
[T Justice System
[C Anti-corruption
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Please insert an URL towards your organisation's main online presence or describe your organisation
briefly:
500 character(s) maximum
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Check if your organisation is in the transparency register. It's a voluntary database for organisations seeking to
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Email Adress of the organisation (this information will not be published)

* Publication of your contribution and privacy settings

® Anonymous - Only your type of respondent, country of origin and contribution will be published. Organisation
name, URL, transparency register number, first name and surname given above will not be published. To
maintain anonymity, please refrain from mentioning the name of your organisation and any details
from which your organisation an be identified in the rest of your contribution.

" Public - Your personal details (name, organisation name, transparency register number, country of origin will

be published with your contribution).

) No publication - Your contribution will not be published. Elements of your contribution may be referred to
anonymously in documents produced by the Commission based on this consultation.

| agree with the personal data protection provisions.

Specific privacy statement targeted stakeholder consultation 2024 rule of law report.pdf

Questions on horizontal developments

In this section, you are invited to provide information on general horizontal developments or trends, both
positive and negative, covering all or several Member States. In particular, you could mention issues that
are common to several Member States, as well as best practices identified in one Member State that could
be replicated. Moreover, you could refer to your activities in the area of the four pillars and sub-topics (an
overview of all sub-topics can be found below), and, if you represent a Network of national organisations, to
the support you might have provided to one of your national members.

Overview topics for contribution
List of topics 2024 RolL Report.pdf

Please provide any relevant information on horizontal developments here

5000 character(s) maximum

Questions for contribution

The following four pillars (I.-1V.) are sub-divided into topics (A., B., etc.) and sub-topics (1., 2., 3., etc.). For
each of the topics and sub-topics, you are invited to provide (1) information on measures taken to
implement the recommendations addressed to the Member State in the 2023 Rule of Law report, as well as
developments with regard to the points raised in the respective country chapter of the 2023 Rule of Law
Report and (2) any other significant developments since January 2023[3]. Please always include a link to
and reference relevant legislation/documents (in the national language and/or where available, in English).
Significant developments can include challenges, positive developments and best practices, covering both



legislative developments or implementation and practices.

If there are developments you consider relevant under each of the four pillars that are not mentioned in the
sub-topics, please add them under the section "other - please specify". Only significant developments
should be covered.

Information provided in reply to the first question under each pillar, related to the follow-up to the
recommendations, does not need to be repeated in subsequent parts of the questionnaire, but can be
cross-referenced in the subsequent questions, where relevant. All other questions are not limited to the
recommendations, but as in previous years, cover the entire scope of the Report.

[3] Unless already covered in the input for the previous Rule of Law Reports.

Member State covered in contribution [only one choice possible]
If you wish to submit information concerning several Member States, please fill in the questionnaire

separately for each Member State. There is no limit to the number of contributions submitted by a single
participant.
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l. Justice System




Please provide information on measures taken to follow-up on the recommendations received in the 2023
Report regarding the justice system (if applicable)

5000 character(s) maximum

A. Independence

Appointment and selection of judges, prosecutors and court presidents (incl. judicial review)
(The reference to ‘judges’ concerns judges at all level and types of courts as well as judges at constitutional courts)

5000 character(s) maximum

Irremovability of judges, including transfers, (incl. as part of judicial map reform), dismissal and retirement
regime of judges, court presidents and prosecutors (incl. judicial review)
5000 character(s) maximum

Promotion of judges and prosecutors (incl. judicial review)

5000 character(s) maximum

Allocation of cases in courts

5000 character(s) maximum

Independence (including composition and nomination and dismissal of its members), and powers of the
body tasked with safeguarding the independence of the judiciary (e.g. Council for the Judiciary)

5000 character(s) maximum

Accountability of judges and prosecutors, including disciplinary regime and bodies and ethical rules, judicial
immunity and criminal/civil (where applicable) liability of judges (incl. judicial review)
5000 character(s) maximum

Remuneration/bonuses/rewards for judges and prosecutors, including observed changes (significant and
targeted increase or decrease over the past year), transparency on the system and access to the
information

5000 character(s) maximum
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Independence/autonomy of the prosecution service
5000 character(s) maximum

Independence of the Bar (chamber/association of lawyers) and of lawyers
5000 character(s) maximum

Significant developments capable of affecting the perception that the general public has of the
independence of the judiciary
5000 character(s) maximum

B. Quality of justice
(Under this topic, you are not required to give statistical information but should provide input on the type of information outlined under section

2)

Accessibility of courts (e.g. court/legal fees, legal aid, language)

5000 character(s) maximum

Resources of the judiciary (human/financial/material)
(Material resources refer e.g. to court buildings and other facilities. Financial resources include salaries of staff in courts and prosecution
offices.)

5000 character(s) maximum

Training of justice professionals (including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, court staff, clerks/trainees)
5000 character(s) maximum

Digitalisation (e.g. use of digital technology, particularly electronic communication tools, within the justice
system and with court users, procedural rules, access to judgments online
5000 character(s) maximum
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Use of assessment tools and standards (e.g. ICT systems for case management, court statistics and their
transparency, monitoring, evaluation, surveys among court users or legal professionals)

5000 character(s) maximum

Geographical distribution and number of courts/jurisdictions (“judicial map”) and their specialization, in
particular specific courts or chambers within courts to deal with fraud and corruption cases

5000 character(s) maximum

C. Efficiency of the justice system

(Under this topic, you are not required to give statistical information but should provide input on the type of information outlined under section

2)

Length of proceedings

5000 character(s) maximum

Other - please specify

5000 character(s) maximum

Il. Anti-Corruption Framework

Where previous specific reports, published in the framework of the review under the UN Convention against
Corruption, of GRECO, and of the OECD address the issues below, please make a reference to the points
you wish to bring to the Commission’s attention in these documents, indicating any relevant updates,
changes or measures introduced that have occurred since these documents were published.

Please provide information on measures taken to follow-up on the recommendations received in the 2023
Report regarding the anti-corruption framework (if applicable)
5000 character(s) maximum

A. The institutional framework capacity to fight against corruption (prevention and
investigation / prosecution)

List any changes as regards relevant authorities (e.g. national agencies, bodies) in charge of prevention
detection, investigation and prosecution of corruption and the resources allocated to each of these
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authorities (the human, financial, legal, and technical resources as relevant), including the cooperation
among domestic and with foreign authorities. Indicate any relevant measure taken to effectively and timely
cooperate with OLAF and EPPO (where applicable)

5000 character(s) maximum

Safeguards for the functional independence of the authorities tasked with the prevention and detection of
corruption

5000 character(s) maximum

Information on the implementation of measures foreseen in the strategic anti-corruption framework (if
applicable). If available, please provide relevant objectives and indicators
5000 character(s) maximum

B. Prevention

Measures to enhance integrity in the public sector and their application (including as regards incompatibility
rules, revolving doors, codes of conduct, ethics training)

5000 character(s) maximum

General transparency of public decision-making (including rules on lobbying and their enforcement, asset
disclosure rules and enforcement, gifts policy, transparency of political party financing)
5000 character(s) maximum

Rules and measures to prevent and address conflicts of interest in the public sector. Please specify the
features and scope of their application (e.g. categories of officials concerned, types of checks and
corrective measures depending on the category of officials concerned)

5000 character(s) maximum

If available to you, for the three preceding questions, you are also invited to provide figures on their application, such as number of detected

breaches/irregularities of the various rules in place and the follow-up given (investigations, sanctions, etc.).
Measures in place to ensure whistleblower protection and encourage reporting of corruption, including the

number of reports received and the follow-up given

5000 character(s) maximum
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Sectors with high-risks of corruption in your Member State:

® Measures taken/envisaged for monitoring and preventing corruption and conflict of interest in public
procurement

® |ist other sectors with high risks of corruption and the relevant measures taken/envisaged for
monitoring and preventing corruption and conflict of interest in these sectors (e.g. healthcare, citizen
/residence investor schemes, urban planning, risk or cases of corruption linked to the disbursement
of EU funds, other), and, where applicable, list measures to prevent and address corruption
committed by organised crime groups (e.g. to infiltrate the public sector)

5000 character(s) maximum

Any other relevant measures to prevent corruption in public and private sector

5000 character(s) maximum

C. Repressive measures

Criminalisation, including the level of sanctions available by law, of corruption and related offences,
including foreign bribery
5000 character(s) maximum

Data on the number of investigations, prosecutions, final judgments and application of sanctions for
corruption offences (differentiated by corruption offence if possible) including for legal persons and high
level and complex corruption cases) and their transparency, including as regards to the implementation of
EU funds

5000 character(s) maximum

Potential obstacles to investigation and prosecution as well as to the effectiveness of criminal sanctions of
high-level and complex corruption cases (e.g. political immunity regulation, procedural rules, statute of
limitations, cross-border cooperation, pardoning)

5000 character(s) maximum
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Information on effectiveness of non-criminal measures and of sanctions (e.g. recovery measures and
administrative sanctions) on both public and private offenders

5000 character(s) maximum

Other - please specify

5000 character(s) maximum

lll. Media pluralism and media freedom

Please provide information on measures taken to follow-up on the recommendations received in the 2023
Report regarding media pluralism and media freedom (if applicable)

5000 character(s) maximum

Rules have been adopted that further improve transparency in the awarding of state advertising. (Media
Cooperation and Promotion Transparency Act, MedKF-TG came into force on January 1st, 2024). An upper
limit for advertising bookings from public bodies was discussed, but finally not implemented. In particular,
there are still no rules about the fairness in the distribution of these expenses. Public bodies therefore
continue to have complete freedom in distributing advertising orders.

Austria is still missing a Freedom of Information Act, which makes it hard for journalists to access official
documents. In contrary, Austrian law still offers state institutions the ,Amtsgeheimnis” (Official Secret), which
they often rely on in order to refuse to give out information. It is not uncommon for journalists to have to
appeal to the Constitutional Court to get access to official documents. (For example: https://www.vfgh.gv.at
/downloads/VfGH-Erkenntnis_E_4037_2020_vom_4. Maerz_2021.pdf) Actually a Freedom of Information
Act is running through, the parliamentary process but so far has not passed legislation. (https://www.
parlament.gv.at/gegenstand/XXVII/A/61)

A. Media authorities and bodies

(Cf. Article 30 of Directive 2018/1808)

Measures adopted to ensure the independence, enforcement powers and adequacy of resources (financial,
human and technical) of media regulatory authorities and bodies

5000 character(s) maximum

The Austrian media regulatory authority KommAustria is formally independent and not subject to
instructions. There are opportunities for structural improvement in terms of independence in the member
appointment process. (see the next point below) KommAustria's responsibilities have been expanded, in
particular to include tasks in the allocation of funding in accordance with the new Quality Journalism Funding
Act (§ 2 Abs 1 Z 3 KommAustria-G), to tasks in the area of Transparency in the awarding of state advertising
(§ 2 Abs 1 Z 16 KommAustria-G) to tasks within the framework of the Digital Services Act (§ 2 Abs 1 Z 15)
and to tasks to combat the spread of terrorist online content (§ 2 Para 1 Z 16 KommAustria-G). That is why
the number of members was increased from five to seven (§ 3 KommAustria-G) and the financial resources
increased (§ 35f KommAustria-G). The funds appear to be sufficient, but nothing is known about a lack of
resources.
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The operative branch of the media regulatory body is the RTR (Rundfunk und Telekom Regulierungs-
GmbH), which is 100% owned by the Republic of Austria. The managing director is appointed by the
chancellor on the basis of a nontransparent process. (§ 16 Abs 1 KommAustria-G) The managing director is
bound to the directives of the chancellor (§ 18 Abs 3 KommAustria-G). As the RTR is responsible for
awarding media funding to the amount of 59 million Euros , this lack of structural independence is a problem.
The more as these grants are awarded through an individual decision by the managing director. (§§ 17 Abs
6, 33i Abs 1 KommAustria-G)

Conditions and procedures for the appointment and dismissal of the head / members of the collegiate body
of media regulatory authorities and bodies

5000 character(s) maximum

The Austrian media regulatory authority KommAustria consists of seven members. The prerequisite for the
appointment is a completed law degree and five years of legal professional experience. After a public call for
proposals, the federal government selects all seven members. An agreement must be reached with the main
committee of the National Council about this selection, but this is no more than a formal confirmation of the
government proposal. All seven members are appointed by the Federal President, who is bound to this
selection by the Federal Government. (§ 3 KommAustria-Gesetz) So, the federal government de facto
appoints all seven members. This lack of internal pluralism in the composition represents a structural threat
to the independence of media regulatory authorities, as the mere designation of an office is potentially
capable of establishing dependencies on at least an informal level. (Winkler, Roland, Die Unabh&ngigkeit der
Medien in der Gesellschaft, in Berka/Grabenwarter/Holoubek (Hrsg.), Unabhéngigkeit der Medien (2011), 46
) This is all the more so as the term of office is limited to six years and reappointment is permitted. (Hahn,
Caroline, Die Aufsicht des o6ffentlich-rechtlichen Rundfunks (2010), 172)

Existence and functions of media councils or other self-regulatory bodies
5000 character(s) maximum

No significant changes to functions and existence. In a positive development. The public funding of the most
important self regulatory body, the Austrian Press Council, has been raised at the last moment when the
corresponding law was passed in Parliament, securing the continuation of its work.

B. Safeguards against government or political interference and transparency and
concentration of media ownership

Measures taken to ensure the fair and transparent allocation of state advertising (including any rules
regulating the matter)
5000 character(s) maximum

In Austria there are still no measures or rules that ensure the fair awarding of advertising contracts by
government agencies. Public bodies therefore continue to be more or less free to distribute advertising
orders. (see also above: information on measures taken to follow-up on the recommendations received in
the 2023 Report).

Safeguards against state / political interference, in particular:

® safeguards to ensure editorial independence of media (private and public)
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® specific safeguards for the independence of heads of management and members of the governing
boards of public service media (e.g. related to appointment, dismissal), safeguards for their
operational independence (e.g. related to reporting obligations and the allocation of resources) and
safeguards for plurality of information and opinions

® information on specific legal provisions and procedures applying to media service providers,
including as regards granting/renewal/termination of licenses, company operation, capital entry
requirements, concentration and corporate governance

5000 character(s) maximum

Based on a decision by the Constitutional Court in 2022 (VfGH, December 14, 2022, E846/2021), a new
regulation of the financing of public broadcasting was necessary. Therefore, a new financing-system the
ORF-Beitrag, a household tax independent of receipt, was chosen. The law was decided in 2023 and came
into force on January 1, 2024. (ORF Beitrags-Gesetz 2024) This ORF contribution represents a good basis
for an independent public broadcaster, as opportunities for influence through the financing are now largely
excluded.

In 2023, the Constitutional Court repealed parts of the ORF law because the rules for appointing collegial
bodies do not meet the constitutional requirements for independence and pluralism: the influence of the
federal government is too great, the appointment process is too vague. These rules must be revised by April
1, 2025. (VfGH, October 5, 2023, G215/2022) As a result of this decision the influence of the federal
government as a state body will be reduced in the future. However, it is still possible to enact rules, that
allow the political parties that form the government, to have a dominant influence on the ORF's collegiate
committees.

Transparency of media ownership and public availability of media ownership information, including on
direct, indirect and beneficial owners, as well as any rules regulating the matter

5000 character(s) maximum

We are not aware of any changes to the previous year.

C. Framework for journalists' protection, transparency and access to documents

Rules and practices guaranteeing journalists' independence and safety, including as regards protection of
journalistic sources and communications, referring also, if applicable, to follow-up given to alerts lodged
with the Council of Europe’s Platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety of journalists

5000 character(s) maximum

The government is bound to fix the data privacy law in order to accommodate a supreme court ruling that
deemed the general exemption of media from the provisions of the data privacy law unconstitutional. We are
expecting the proposal of the justice ministry to be fairly well measured. However, the governing OVP is
attempting to tie this amendment to its own troubling venture: It wants to criminalize certain cases of ,report
on investigation®, namely the act of directly quoting from files in investigative proceedings. This would harm
press freedom and make journalists who are duly reporting on investigations of public interest (for example
corruption scandals in political parties) susceptible to criminal prosecution. One such alarming case occurred
2023 even without any censorship law to provide pretext: The journalist Franz Miklautz was criminalized by
the Klagenfurt public prosecutor's office under the pretext that he had aided in the violation of official
secrecy. In a scandalous disregard for his democratic function as a journalist, his work equipment was
seized.



Law enforcement capacity, including during protests and demonstrations, to ensure journalists' safety and
to investigate attacks on journalists
5000 character(s) maximum

Access to information and public documents by public at large and journalists (incl. transparency authoritie
where they exist, procedures, costs/fees, timeframes, administrative/judicial review of decisions, execution
of decisions by public authorities, possible obstacles related to the classification of information)

5000 character(s) maximum

Austria is still missing a Freedom of Information Act, which makes it hard for journalists to access official
documents. In contrary, Austrian law still offers state institutions the ,Amtsgeheimnis” (Official Secret), which
they often rely on in order to refuse to give out information. It is not uncommon for journalists to have to
appeal to the Constitutional Court to get access to official documents. (https://www.vfgh.gv.at/downloads
/VfGH-Erkenntnis_E_4037_2020_vom_4._Maerz_2021.pdf) Actually a Freedom of Information Act is
brought into the parliamentary process but so far has not passed legislation. (https://www.parlament.gv.at
/gegenstand/XXVII/A/61)

In practice, authorities often take a long time to transmit information, thereby complicating and delaying
journalistic research. This approach is probably not compatible with the right to freedom of expression. (see
also above: information on measures taken to follow-up on the recommendations received in the 2023
Report)

Lawsuits (incl. SLAPPs - strategic lawsuits against public participation) and convictions against journalists
(incl. defamation cases) and measures taken to safeguard against manifestly unfounded and abusive
lawsuits

5000 character(s) maximum

Regarding SLAPPs, there were some cases in 2023 with huge intimidation potential. Currently open, highly
problematic lawsuits concern, for example, the satirist and publicist Florian Scheuba (https:/www.
derstandard.at/story/3000000199360), the NGO VGT-Verein gegen Tierfabriken ( https://www.derstandard.at
/story/3000000195846) or the satirical medium Die Tagespresse (https://www.derstandard.at/story
/3000000194563).

The proceeding of the ICMPD - International Center for Migration Policy Development against the NGO SOS
Balkanroute ended with an acquittal in 2023 (https://www.derstandard.at/story/3000000179443), the
proceeding of the Iranian consul against the journalist Florian Klenk was closed with a comparison
(https://www.derstandard.at/story/3000000177840).

But the problems of intimidation do not just start in court. Even mere threats of legal action have enormous
intimidation potential, cause high cost pressure and are therefore suitable for preventing unpleasant
reporting and impermissibly restricting media freedom. A high number of unreported cases is therefore likely,
especially since awareness of the problem is not yet fully developed.

Measures to protect against obviously unfounded and abusive lawsuits have not yet been taken.

Other - please specify

5000 character(s) maximum

S
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[V. Other institutional issues related to checks and balances

Please provide information on measures taken to follow-up on the recommendations received in the 2023
Report regarding the system of checks and balances (if applicable)

5000 character(s) maximum

A. The process for preparing and enacting laws

Framework, policy and use of impact assessments and evidence based policy-making, stakeholders'[1]
/public consultations (including consultation of judiciary and other relevant stakeholders on judicial reforms),
and transparency and quality of the legislative process both in the preparatory and the parliamentary phase
[1] This includes also the consultation of social partners

5000 character(s) maximum

Rules and use of fast-track procedures and emergency procedures (for example, the percentage of
decisions adopted through emergency/urgent procedure compared to the total number of adopted
decisions)

5000 character(s) maximum

Rules and application of states of emergency (or analogous regimes), including judicial review and
parliamentary oversight

5000 character(s) maximum

Regime for constitutional review of laws

5000 character(s) maximum

B. Independent authorities

Independence, resources, capacity and powers of national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’), of
ombudsman institutions if different from NHRIs, of equality bodies if different from NHRIs and of supreme
audit institutions

(Cf. the website of the European Court of Auditors: https.//www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/SupremeAuditinstitutions.aspx#)

5000 character(s) maximum
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Statistics/reports concerning the follow-up of recommendations by National Human Rights Institutions,
ombudsman institutions, equality bodies and supreme audit institutions in the past two years
5000 character(s) maximum

C. Accessibility and judicial review of administrative decisions

Transparency of administrative decisions and sanctions (incl. their publication and rules on collection of
related data)

5000 character(s) maximum

Judicial review of administrative decisions:

® short description of the general regime (in particular competent court, scope, suspensive effect,
interim measures, and any applicable specific rules or derogations from the general regime of judicial
review)

5000 character(s) maximum

Rules and practices related to the application by all courts, including constitutional jurisdictions, of the
preliminary ruling procedure (Art. 267 TFEU)
5000 character(s) maximum

Follow-up by the public administration and State institutions to final (national/supranational, including the
European Court of Human Rights) court decisions, as well as available remedies in case of non-
implementation

5000 character(s) maximum

D. The enabling framework for civil society

Measures regarding the framework for civil society organisations and human rights defenders (e.g. legal
framework and its application in practice incl. registration and dissolution rules)

5000 character(s) maximum

In December 2023, the "Gemeinnitzigkeitsforderungsgesetz" (Charity Promotion Act) was passed. The Act
extends tax deductibility for donations to a wider range of charitable organizations and simplifies the process
for donation benefits. An amendment to the Income Tax Act stipulates that, in the future, all donation
purposes considered charitable or benevolent will be eligible for donation benefits. This is intended to
strengthen the financial base of charitable organizations. To support the work of volunteers through tax
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measures, payments by charitable organizations to their volunteers will be regulated through a "volunteer
lump sum," which provides for a tax exemption for income from volunteer work.

Rules and practices having an impact on the effective operation and safety of civil society organisations
and human rights defenders. This includes measures for protection from attacks — verbal, physical or on-
line —, intimidation, legal threats incl. SLAPPs, negative narratives or smear campaigns, measures capable
of affecting the public perception of civil society organisations, etc. It also includes measures to monitor
threats or attacks and dedicated support services

5000 character(s) maximum

Organisation of financial support for civil society organisations and human rights defenders (e.g. framework
to ensure access to funding, and for financial viability, taxation/incentive/donation systems, measures to
ensure a fair distribution of funding)

5000 character(s) maximum

Rules and practices on the participation of civil society organisations and human rights defenders to the

decision-making process (e.g. measures related to dialogue between authorities and civil society,

participation of civil society in policy development and decision-making, consultation, dialogues, etc.)
5000 character(s) maximum

E. Initiatives to foster a rule of law culture

Measures to foster a rule of law culture (e.g. debates in national parliaments on the rule of law, public
information campaigns on rule of law issues, contributions from civil society, education initiatives etc.)

5000 character(s) maximum

Other - please specify

5000 character(s) maximum

Contact
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rule-of-law-network@ec.europa.eu
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